
DATE MARKING REQUIREMENTS

HOW

YES

On the primary
packaging. If outer

wrapper will be
discarded, the date
marking must also

appear on the packaging
that will be retained by

the consumer.

Date marking is
not required.

A date marking must be
indicated.

Do I need to declare a date
marking on my product?

How and where should this
be indicated?

Day/Month/Year - only
numbers may be used.

NO
Is my product exempt according

to Annexure 4 of R.146?

WHERE
What format should

be used?

Sell by: the last
date of offer for
sale, after which
there remains a

reasonable
storage period

at home.

What dates are acceptable?

Imported products:
When not Day/Month/Year,
the month shall be in letters
(full or abbreviated), and

the year in full.

Best before (may be abbreviated to
‘BB’): the end of the period under

any stated storage conditions during
which the product will remain fully

marketable and will retain any
specific qualities for which tacit or
express claims have been made.

Use by: the end of the period under
the stated storage conditions, after
which the product will probably not
have the quality attributes normally
expected, and after which date the

food should not be regarded as
marketable.
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