
LEGUMES & PULSES

Argentina:
Soybeans intended to be
smuggled to Brazil

2

EGGS

Peru:
Contraband eggs

2

CONFECTIONERY & SNACKS

Czech Republic:
High content and unauthorized use of food colours in
confectionery paste from Italy

4

HERBS, SPICES & SEASONINGS

NUTRITIVE (INCL. SYRUPS) & NON-NUTRITIVE SWEETENERS

HONEY

Germany:
Honey (mostly organic) was adulterated with
sugar syrup and/or contained pesticide residues,
genetically modified pollen, or impurities

FATS & OILS

Italy:
Olive oil smuggled into the country from Tunisia

Malaysia:
Sugar from an unlicensed warehouse

5

Pakistan:
Honey adulterated with sugars,
chemicals and wax

5

2 Brazil:
Company accused of adulterating butter with vegetable oils and sorbate

China:
Quality assessment of extra-virgin olive oils imported into China revealed majority did not comply due
to oxidation, addition of other oils and origin fraud

5

4

4

CEREALS & GRAINS

2 Brazil:
Smuggled corn

3 Nigeria:
Foreign parboiled rice smuggled into the country

India:
Contraband rice meant for the Public
Distribution System

5

Pakistan:
Smuggled flour

Argentina:
Corn intended to be smuggled to Brazil

Zimbabwe:
Counterfeited maize seeds

Germany:
Unauthorised Sudan dyes (I, III and IV) in chilli crushed with seed

4

Paraguay:
Suspected contraband sugar

2

CLICK HERE TO BROWSE OUR TESTING CATALOGUE FOR FOOD FRAUD DETECTION & AUTHENTICITY TESTING INFORMATION, OR CONTACT US FOR SUPPORT.
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WHERE
IN THE

WORLD

1

2
3

4 5

6

North America1

South America2

Africa3

Europe4

Asia5

Australia
& Oceania

6

FRAUD
CATEGORIES

& TYPES

Adulteration:
Product tampering by
dilution, substitution,

unapproved enhancement
and/or concealment.

Mislabelling:
Product misrepresentation

by false claims or
distorted information

on product label.

Counterfeiting:
Fake copies of

popular brands and
intellectual property

infringements.

Grey market:
Illegal trade including
smuggling, diversion,
theft and contraband

products.

Document
forgery:
Falsified or
fraudulent

documentation.

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

Costa Rica:
Contraband liquor and alcoholic beverages (e.g. beer and vodka)
Peru:
A large number of people died after consuming alcohol adulterated with
methanol

2

Ecuador:
Several people died and many more were intoxicated after consuming alcohol
adulterated with methanol

2

Italy:
Common wine ready to be relabelled as products from more expensive brands
Italy:
Several seizures of wine are related to non-conformity with documentation,
the absence of traceability documentation, production in an unauthorised
establishment, as well as the presence of adulterants (such as sugar and
ethanol) commonly used to adulterate wine

China:
Criminal network smuggled wines worth millions of Euros

5 India:
Multiple seizures of Illicit liquor
Saudi Arabia:
Illegal liquor
Malaysia:
Contraband alcohol and liquor

UNSPECIFIED FOOD

Venezuela:
Contraband food from Colombia

2

Guatemala:
Food smuggled via the Suchiate river between Guatemala and Mexico

1

Bolivia:
Contraband food (including beer, flour, corn, soybeans, oil) from Argentina
and Brazil
Italy:
Food from Romania not compliant with the labelling legislation

4

Pakistan:
Multiple food outlets involved in adulteration; including adulterated milk,
syrups and chemicals.

5

Portugal:
Several operations against unsafe and fraudulent food; including meat, fish,
wine, honey and vegetables

Kuwait
Contraband alcohol

5

1

4 Ireland:
Multiple seizures involving contraband beer, wine, vodka and whiskey

MILK & DAIRY

Venezuela:
Cheese ready to be smuggled out of the country without the proper
documentation for export

2

Pakistan:
Milk adulterated with hazardous and harmful chemicals; skimmed
milk and oil also discovered

5

Italy:
Truck stolen with rennet of high value

4

FISH & SEAFOOD

4 Spain:
Sardines without traceability documentation

Italy:
Tons of seafood illegally fished or lacking the required traceability
documentation

4 Belgium:
Malachite green in frozen shrimp from Bangladesh

Panama:
Fish (Cojinúa and horse mackerel) smuggled from Costa Rica
French Guiana:
Seafood illegally fished

2

Netherlands:
Malachite green in frozen Asian sea bass from Vietnam

4

1

MEAT & POULTRY

USA:
Operation uncovered a theft ring, targeting meatpacking plants,
whose members performed at least 45 thefts across six states

1

UK:
Illegal imports of pork products

2 Argentina:
Bovine ribs transported illegally without documentation and
with no refrigeration

Thailand:
Frozen pork and frozen chicken legs smuggled from Italy, Spain
or Brazil

5

4

Malaysia:
Frozen buffalo meat with misleading information on the halal
and health certificates
Cambodia:
Illegal traded wild meat (bushmeat)
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