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FOOD FRAUD INCIDENT REPORT  SEPT 2022 | Food categories & related products

LEGUMES & PULSES

Argentina:
Contraband soybean

2

NUTRITIVE (INCL. SYRUPS) & NON-NUTRITIVE SWEETENERS

Bangladesh:
Gur (jaggery) adulterated with sugar, lime, alum, vegetable oil and textile colourants; produced in unhygienic
conditions, posing a health risk for consumers

5

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

TEA

Pakistan:
Fake tea leaves produced by mixing adulterants (e.g. sawdust,
sugar, jaggery) and non-food-grade colourants in unhygienic
conditions

5

FOOD SUPPLEMENTS

Belgium:
Unauthorised substance yohimbine (and others) in food supplements

FISH & SEAFOOD

Brazil:
Seafood mislabelled as a more expensive species and/or lacking
traceability documentation

2

4 Belgium:
Malachite Green in frozen shrimp from Bangladesh

Italy:
Seafood without the required traceability documentation

4 Spain:
Critically endangered young European glass eels intended for
smuggling
Oman:
Seafood illegally fished

5

BAKERY PRODUCTS

Pakistan:
Expired and rotten eggs used to prepare bakery products

5

HERBS, SPICES & SEASONINGS

Pakistan:
Spices adulterated with bran, rice and harmful colourants

5

India:
Counterfeiting of a premium brand of table salt

5

ANIMAL FEED

Italy:
Animal feed without traceability documentation

HONEY

FATS & OILS

UNSPECIFIED FOOD

WHERE
IN THE

WORLD
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2
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North America1

South America2

Africa3

Europe4

Asia5

Australia
& Oceania

6

FRAUD
CATEGORIES

& TYPES

MILK & DAIRY

India:
Milk adulterated by the addition of water

5

Costa Rica:
Liquor smuggled from Panama
Columbia:
Adulterated liquor produced in a clandestine factory

2

Argentina:
Bottles of wine with irregularities in documentation and distribution records

2

Bolivia:
Alcoholic beverages smuggled from Argentina without import documents or sanitary registration

2

4 Ireland:
Contraband wine and beer

4 Italy:
Two companies in the wine sector accused of carrying out several criminal activities, including adulteration
of wine with water and sugars, counterfeiting generic wines with mislabelled geographical indications,
and production of wine in clandestine oenological facilities

Malaysia:
Beer illegally manufactured in an abandoned factory; contained high level of alcohol (16-18%)

5

Malaysia:
Contraband liquor

5

India:
Illegal, smuggled or spurious liquor

5

Kuwait:
Smuggled liquor

5

Hungary:
Approximately 60% of honey samples from supermarkets had
misrepresented botanical origin on the label

Spain:
Several brands of olive oil mislabelled and adulterated with
other vegetable oils and lacking reliable traceability
documentation; products suspected to also pose a health risk

Bolivia:
Multiple foodstuffs (including wheat, flour, liquid cream, etc.)
smuggled from Argentina without import documents or
sanitary registration

2

Adulteration:
Product tampering by
dilution, substitution,

unapproved enhancement
and/or concealment.

Mislabelling:
Product misrepresentation

by false claims or
distorted information

on product label.

Counterfeiting:
Fake copies of

popular brands and
intellectual property

infringements.

Grey market:
Illegal trade including
smuggling, diversion,
theft and contraband

products.

Document
forgery:
Falsified or
fraudulent

documentation.

CEREALS & GRAINS

2 Argentina:
Contraband corn

3 Kenya:
Contraband rice; imported and repackaged with counterfeit labels
of a famous brand

4 Italy:
Wheat without traceability documentation
India:
Contraband rice meant for the Public Distribution System

5

Pakistan:
Contraband flour and wheat

5

4

4

3 Zimbabwe:
Mackerel smuggled from Mozambique

Argentina:
Undeclared sugar lacking the legal documentation
Algeria:
Contraband sugar intended for smuggling

2

3

1

3 Morocco:
Several people died after consuming illegal and adulterated alcohol

Turkey:
Contraband alcohol

5

4

4

4

3 Algeria:
Edible oil intended for smuggling
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