
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

FACTS swabbing kit for the qualitative detection of allergens 

Read instructions carefully before using. 

 

INTENDED USE 

• The swabbing kit provides all required materials for the collection of environmental swab samples to 

detect for the presence of protein or DNA from a specific food allergen source.  

• The swab/s can be used to sample any food contact surface (e.g. manufacturing and storage 

equipment, conveyors and work surfaces).   

• It is a good idea to sample surfaces where allergens are likely to accumulate (e.g. corners, hard to 

reach areas, entrapment areas). 

• Surface can be swabbed using a generic swabbing technique. Ensure that enough pressure is applied.   

SHELF-LIFE / STORAGE 

• The unopened kit may be stored at room temperature (2–25°C) and is stable at these temperatures for 

several months. 

• Swabbed sample may be stored at refrigeration temperature (4°C) for up to three days.  

• Swabbed samples should remain chilled during storage and transportation (i.e. in cooler box with 

freezer brick).   

• If prolonged storage is required, the swabs must be kept frozen (below -20°C) where they are stable 

for several months. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED IN KIT 

1 x sterile swab 

1 x Wetting buffer  

1 x Ice brick*  

*Not included in with FACTS Complimentary Samples received from promotional packs.  

SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS 

The content of this kit presents a low risk to health when used in accordance with ‘good laboratory practice’ 

(GLP).  Safety clothing (laboratory coat, safety glasses and gloves if necessary) should be worn and skin contact 

with reagents should be avoided. Any contact with skin/eyes should be treated by immediate washing.  Do not 

ingest. It is important to be aware of the allergenic, toxic or infectious potential of analytical samples. 



 

 
 

 

 

SWABBING PROCEDURE 

1. Wash hands and/or wear gloves and, if necessary, change into clean protective clothing. 

Note: Allergen assays can detect allergens at very low levels, thus ensure that hands, clothing, etc. are 

not contaminated with food) 

2. Identify a sampling area, i.e. a 10 x 10 cm surface or a potential accumulation point. 

3. Make sure the surface is free of any cleaning or sanitising agents.  

Note: If necessary, flush the area to be swabbed with clean water.  Cleaners and disinfectants may 

interfere with the assay. 

4. Gather the sample using one of the following methods: 

• Dry surfaces: Remove the sterile swab from the tube and wet it with the wetting buffer solution. 

Use the moistened swab to wipe the entire swabbing area using side to side movements. Repeat 

this swabbing procedure using movements at right angles to those used in the first swabbing. 

• Wet surfaces: Remove the sterile swab from the tube and wipe the entire swabbing area using side 

to side movements. Repeat this swabbing procedure using movements at right angles to those used 

in the first swabbing. Do not moisten swab prior to use. 

5. Return the swab to the empty swab tube, taking care to ensure that the swab tube is securely sealed.  

6. Remember to clearly indicate the sample identification on the swab tube with a permanent marker 

pen. 

Note: The swabbed area should be wiped with a clean, damp cloth after swabbing to remove any swabbing 

solution residue. 

RETURN OF SWABS 

• Ensure that swabs are delivered to the laboratory as soon as possible after sampling. It is advised that a next 

day courier service is used and that the courier is instructed to keep the swabs refrigerated during transit.  

• If it was agreed that FACTS will arrange collection, notify a FACTS representative to arrange collection 

without delay.  

• Kindly ensure that swabs are packed on ice, by using the ice brick provided or by supplying your own.  

 

Note: Swabs delivered to the FACTS laboratory at ambient temperatures may be deemed unsuitable for 

testing. New swabs may then be requested.  


